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Communism Scars, Elephants and the Concept of
“Inner-China”: A Study on Zhang Guixing’s Elephants
and its Characteristics in Japanese Translation

Haneda Asako
Associate Professor, Dept. of Education and Human Studies

Akita University

Zhang Guixing has continually published a series of novels set in Borneo’s tropical rainforests
since the 1990s. Among these novels, The Songs of Siren (1992), Elephants (1998) and
Monkey Cups (2000) are considered to be his representative works. Known as the “Rain
Forest Trilogy,” these three novels have attracted much attention in Taiwanese literary circles.
This paper is primarily an analysis of Elephants. Set deep in the rainforests of Daluo (or The
Gong Making Town) in Sarawak, Malaysia, the novel recounts the legend of the wandering
elephants in the rainforest. Central to the plot is the hunting of this wandering herd. The time
span of the novel starts from the 1950s, when a group of Chinese youths establish the Sarawak
Communist Party, and ends in 1974, when the Communist Party meets with its fate. This is a
political novel, a work oft-known as Malaysia’s “Heart of Darkness.”

This study first examines the scars of Communism in Elephants and the interaction between
Chinese-Malaysians and their history. It then explores the concept of “inner-China,” a
pervading idea in Nanyang Chinese’s mindset by further analyzing the metaphorical meaning
of the ‘elephant’ throughout the novel. Finally, the author turns to the novel’s Japanese
translation, discussing its unique characteristics and the linguistic problems encountered

during the process of translation.

Keywords: Zhang Guixing, Elephants, Communism Scars, Inner-China, Japanese

translation



